
Graduate courses leading to the CPAC (Children’s Program Administrator Credential)
Offered in partnership with the New York Early Childhood Professional Development Institute (PDI) 
(earlychildhoodny.org), the graduate-level courses in early childhood education administration at the CUNY School 
of Professional Studies (sps.cuny.edu/cpac) are designed for current and new early childhood program directors 
who desire to be more effective leaders, or require course work to meet QUALITYstarsNY or NAEYC Accreditation 
Standards, as well as the next generation of leaders (current teachers) who require preparation as administrators.

The courses will educate, train, and inspire directors to create excellent environments for the children and families 
they serve. Beginning Fall 2016 we will offer a director track (for those currently in leadership positions) as well 
as a teacher-leader track (for those currently in teaching positions interested in exploring the career path of early 
childhood administration).  We will also pilot online courses to meet the diverse needs of students across New 
York state.

Students who successfully complete all courses - 18 in total - and undergo the credentialing process through 
NYSAEYC can go on to earn the CPAC.  Our program provides students with advisement and portfolio creation 
support to successfully meet the requirements of the CPAC credentialing process. For more information, visit 
nysaeyc.org/credentials.

The CPAC Credential is designed to provide for and be recognized as:

•	 a standard by which to measure program management and leadership abilities 
of early childhood administrators

•	 a means to represent a level of individual professional achievement

•	 a model to ground early childhood administrator practice in the NYS Core Body of Knowledge

For more information on admissions, tuition assistance,
and our upcoming webinar, please contact:

Tuition Assistance
Tuition is reasonable and competitive!  Students are strongly encouraged to apply for assistance if needed.

sps.cuny.edu/cpac     •      212.652.CUNY      •      information@sps.cuny.edu

Early Childhood Education Management & Leadership

New York Early Childhood 
Professional Development Institute

Jennifer DePalma, Program Assistant, 
CUNY School of Professional Studies
jennifer.depalma@mail.cuny.edu, or (646) 664-8605

Dana Benzo, Program Coordinator,
NY Early Childhood Professional Development Institute
dana.benzo@cuny.edu, or 718-254-7288

http://earlychildhoodny.org
http://sps.cuny.edu/cpac
http://sps.cuny.edu/cpac


Do you work for Head Start or childcare? Are you an assistant teacher interested in expanding your knowledge 
of early childhood education? Would you like information on how to best meet the needs of young children and 
their families?

Offered in partnership with the New York Early Childhood Professional Development Institute (PDI) 
(earlychildhoodny.org), the Child Development Associate (CDA) Certificate program at the CUNY School of 
Professional Studies (sps.cuny.edu/cda) is the only comprehensive credit-bearing CDA certificate in New York City.  
The program provides students with advisement, writing support, portfolio creation, career services, and classroom 
observation in pursuit of the Child Development Associate Credential.

Credits earned through the successful completion of these CDA courses may also be applied to degree programs, 
thus establishing the foundation for career advancement.

The CDA courses are designed to enable early childhood professionals to:
•	 Demonstrate the use of the developmental perspective in their work with young children and families. 
•	 Support second-language learners and children with special needs in early childhood 

education programs effectively. 
•	 Examine and reflect on their teaching, both orally and in writing. 
•	 Apply effective classroom practices and create developmentally appropriate learning environments. 
•	 Use strategies and techniques to strengthen connections between their centers and children’s homes. 
•	 Use skills and resources to assist parents in caring effectively for their children.

Child Development Associate Certificate (Undergraduate)
Courses that can lead to the Child Development Associate Credential

For more information, please contact:
Jennifer DePalma, Program Assistant, 
CUNY School of Professional Studies
jennifer.depalma@mail.cuny.edu, or (646) 664-8605

Tuition Assistance
Tuition is reasonable and competitive!  Students are strongly encouraged to apply 
for the New York State Child Care Educational Incentive Program (EIP).

Dana Benzo, Program Coordinator,
NY Early Childhood Professional Development Institute
dana.benzo@cuny.edu, or 718-254-7288
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