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We Want to Hear from YOU!

year ago, The Aspire Registry held our very first focus group with our members. A
dedicated group of teachers, directors, and family child care providers came to our
office to share their valuable opinions. We grilled them on topics such as: how they use the New
York Works for Children website, The Aspire Registry application process, and social media.
We asked them to be open and honest and they delivered!
As a result, we walked away learning a ton about what we
are doing right, and where we can continue to grow.

The valuable feedback we gathered last May has helped
guide our decision making throughout the year. As we plan
to release a bunch of new system updates and content this
year, we want your input!

We loved hosting the first focus group at our offices in Some of last year's focus group attendees talking about the
Brooklyn, NY, but this time around we want to make it eworkWorks for Children's websie

possible for Aspire members across the state to participate. For that reason, we plan to hold our
next focus group virtually! That way anyone interested can log on and share their thoughts.
Would you like to join us? As a thank you, all participants will receive our popular Aspire swag bag
that includes some of our favorite giveaways as well as our newest additions! We've already heard
from a handful of members who are eager to participate. Can we add you to the list?

If you are interested in having your ideas heard at our next Aspire focus group, email Outreach and
Communications Associate Emmanuella Pean at Emmanuella.Pean@cuny.edu and we’ll add you to
our outreach list. Can’t wait to hear from you!

FAST FACTS

We love keeping in touch with our members on social media. Are you following us on Facebook?

Check out how our New York Works for Children page is doing:

Over 700 Over 4,000 Over 900

people like our page! people have seen our shares were made on
posts in April alone! our posts last month!
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NEW YORK WORKS FOR CHILDREN
Works for NY Early Childhood Professional Development Institute
% 16 Court Street, 31st Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11241

B v " emalL: info@nyworksforchildren.org  pHONE: 718-254-7716
building knowledge = building careers = building futures



https://www.facebook.com/NewYorkWorksforChildren/timeline?ref=page_internal
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The Aspire Registry Professional Development Record:
Your Career Portfolio Tool

The Aspire Registry was built to track every important

SPOTLIGHT

This month we are thrilled to

have you hear from New York
Works for Children’s Project
Coordinator, Louisa Higgins!

accomplishment in your career including your education,
employment, professional development activities and con-

tributions you have made to the field of early care and

education. With that in mind, there are multiple resources
we have made available to support our members in their
commitment to ongoing growth and learning. One of the

main resources is your Professional Development Record
(PDR).

Louijsa nggms
PROJECT COODINATOR AT
NEW YORK WORKS FOR CHILIDREN
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‘ ‘ Everyday | get to work
side by side with an incredible
group of people. We operate
as ateam in all that we do- we
jump in to help if someone
needs it, we encourage each
other, and we recognize and
applaud people for their ac-
complishments. | can’t imagine
it any other way! It has been
amazing to watch people grow
as our work has grown. | think
that is a big part of what drives
me in my work. | love watching
people learn new skills and
take on new responsibilities-
but mostly | love seeing the
sense of pride that comes with
it! It reminds me a lot of my
days teaching pre-school and
it’s an important reminder
that children and adults really
aren’t all that different. Maybe
we need more opportunities
to jump up and down and yell

“Yay! | can do it!” ”

The Aspire Registry is an integral piece of New York Works for Children, the State’s integrated professional development system for the early childhood and school age workforce.

Sample Professional Development Record (PDR)

The Professional Development Record (PDR) is available
to all early care and education professionals who have an
active membership with The Aspire Registry. It outlines all
of your educational and professional achievements, essen-
tially a professional portfolio. It also serves as an organized
resume supplement for current and prospective employ-
ers. Directors and Administrators may also use this record
for hiring or to develop individual development plans as it
contains information that has been reviewed and verified

by The Aspire Registry.

You can access your PDR on your Aspire profile under My
Docs. This is also where you can find other resources such

as your Aspire certificate.

Make sure your PDR is kept up-to-date by sending in any

new documents throughout the year!



