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March 13, 2015 
 

 

 

Dear Majority Leader Skelos and Speaker Heastie,  

 

We are writing to urge you to include $3M for QUALITYstarsNY, New York's quality rating and 

improvement system, in the final budget bill. Collectively, we represent nearly 400 child care programs 

serving approximately 26,000 children across New York. Our programs are located in persistently low 

achieving school areas and serve many low-income children receiving subsidies. QUALITYstarsNY 

funding ends in June 2015. If QUALITYstarsNY does not receive state funding, our programs will lose 

access to the quality supports that we desperately need. Furthermore, New York will take a 

devastating step back, joining Missouri as one of two states in the country without a quality 

improvement & accountability framework for early education. 

 

Participating in QUALITYstarsNY helps us promote true excellence for the children and families we serve. 

It uses research-based program standards developed by experts in New York to evaluate and improve 

the quality of early childhood programs for young children from birth through kindergarten. 

Participating programs are given a 1-5 star rating based on standards and assessment tools across four 

categories: Learning Environment, Family Engagement, Qualifications & Experience and Management & 

Leadership.  The QUALITYstarsNY team uses evaluation results to target professional development and 

other resources to help us improve program quality. At the program level, QUALITYstarsNY has helped 

us support better child outcome results through the implementation of developmentally appropriate 

curricula and other supports, increased teacher training and retention, and implementation of strong 

family engagement strategies to involve and support parents as their child’s first teachers.   

 
We urge you to include Governor Cuomo’s proposed $3M for QUALITYstarsNY in the final budget bill 

because quality matters – especially for our youngest learners!  This investment will improve the 

quality of educational programming received by more than 26,000 children served by our programs. 

 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

QUALITYstarsNY program participants (see attached) 

 

 

CC: Assembly Member Farrell, Jr., Assembly Member Morelle, Assembly Member Hooper, Assembly 
Member Aubry, Assembly Member Kolb, Assembly Member Oaks, Senator Klein, Senator Libous, 
Senator DeFrancisco, Senator Seward, Senator Valesky, Senator Stewart-Cousins, Senator 
Krueger 
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Jennifer Marino 
EduKids, Inc.  
Buffalo, NY 
 
Janeen Anderson 
CAO Head Start Early Head Start  
Buffalo, NY 
 
Trudy Lackner 
The Children's Corner GFCC  
Poughkeepsie, NY 
 
Ivette Alfonso 
Unity House of Troy  
Troy, NY 
 
Carol Brathwaite 
Hanson Place Child Development Center 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Lisa Stoler 
Kingsway Kids Center  
Schenectady, NY 
 
Theresa Joslin 
Mercy Cares for Kids  
Albany, NY 
 
Jenner Gannon 
Head Start of Rockland, Inc.  
Haverstraw, NY 
 
Margaret Rowan 
Early Childhood Center at Memorial Church  
White Plains, NY 
 
Nicole Bernardone 
Family YMCA at Tarrytown  
Tarrytown, NY 
 
Mary Morrill 
Bethlehem Preschool, Inc.  
Glenmont, NY 
 
Catherine Halayko 
Bethlehem Preschool, Inc.  
Glenmont, NY 
 
Ellen Barnes 
Jowonio School  
Syracuse, NY 
 
 

 
 
Kirsten Wielt 
Pineview Preschool 
Albany, NY 
 
Victory Lynn Riedy 
Victory Child Care, Inc.  
Albany, NY 
 
Odalis Gaskins-Ginarte 
Diversikids  
Syracuse, NY 
 
Sandra Hughes 
Rainbow Express Children's Center  
Schenectady, NY 
 
Stacie G. Boelkins 
Christ the King Early Childhood Center 
Albany, NY 
 
Thressia Yarborough 
Quick Start Day Care Center, Inc.  
St. Albans, NY 
 
Deborah Fitzgerald 
Cub Care Children  
Vestal, NY 
 
Daniel Murty 
Rochester Childfirst Network  
Rochester, NY 
 
Laura Reich 
Gan Shalom Nursery School 
Manhasset, NY 
 
Laura Reich 
Reconstructionist Synagogue of the North Shore 
Manhasset, NY 
 
Manuel Sanchez 
MiniVentures of NY, Inc.  
Bronx, NY 
 
Kitcha Norfleet-Brown 
Gwendolyn B. Bland, Early Learn Center  
Bronx, NY 
 
Kecia Amey 
Five Star Early Learn Center 
Bronx, NY
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Denise Ferrera 
Middle County Central School District 
Centereach, NY 
 
Charla Smith 
Holy Cross Head Start, Inc.  
Buffalo, NY 
 
Priscilla Maddock 
Westminster Early Childhood Programs  
Buffalo, NY 
 
Kristin Gruber 
Holy Cross Head Start, Inc.  
Buffalo, NY 
 
Kathleen Dowd 
The Children's Center at Farmingdale College 
Farmingdale, NY 
 
Donna Craw 
Donna’s Little Darlings  
Patchogue, NY 
 
Flor Alvarez 
Friendly Family Group Day Care, Inc.  
Westbury, NY 
 
Jackie Gurbey 
Day Care Cohoes Community Center  
Cohoes, NY 
 
Karen Wizeman 
Tutor Time New City  
New City, NY 
 
Rebecca L. Filion 
Champlain Children's Learning Center, Inc.  
Rouses Point, NY 
 
Diane Fisher 
Schenectady Day Nursery  
Schenectady, NY 
 
Jennifer Falletta 
Holy Cross Head Start, Inc.  
Buffalo, NY 
 
Nicole Kahanick 
Holy Cross Head Start, Inc.  
Buffalo, NY 
 
 

 
 
Sarah Loehfelm 
Valley Child Care  
Buffalo, NY 
 
Cheryl Dewitt 
Williamsbridge NAACP Early Childhood Center  
Bronx, NY 
 
Mercedes Gutierrez 
The Little House on the Hill Day Care  
Poughkeepsie, NY 
 
Irene Belen-Jones 
Community Family Development, Inc.  
Poughkeepsie, NY 
 
Sandra Brannen  
Brannen's Family Day Care  
Elmira, NY 
 
Sarah LaWall 
CAO Head Start Early Head Start  
Buffalo, NY 
 
Jacqueline DeChiaro 
Cohoes UPK 
Cohoes, NY 
 
Patricia Tarby 
Booth Head Start 
Elmira, NY 
 
Codelia Coble 
Family Daycare Center  
Buffalo, NY 
 
Sharon Woods 
Marion and George Ames Early Learning Center 
Yonkers, NY 
 
Wendy A. Hopkins 
Parsons Child Program/Parsons Early Head Start  
Schenectady, NY 
 
Deborah M. Engel 
Mama Deb’s Daycare  
Rotterdam, NY 
 
Michael Goldstein 
Avon Crest Family Day Care LLC  
Niskayuna, NY 
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Maria Gaudelli 
St. Gregory the Great Early Enrichment Program  
Harrison, NY 
 
Cheryl Livshin 
Rothschild Early Childhood Center 
Syracuse, NY 
 
Theresa Pagano  
Partners in Learning, Inc.  
Syracuse, NY 
 
Barbara Stone Reden 
Jewish Community Center of Greater Buffalo  
Buffalo, NY 
 
Michelle Ellis 
Care a lot Childcare 
Rochester, NY 
 
Fabiola Santos-Gaerla 
Honeydew Drop Childcare  
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Edward Hawkins 
United Community Day Care Center, Inc  
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Magaly Mentor 
Concerned Parents of Jamaica Early Learning  
Jamaica, NY 
 
Meva Black 
Tiny Feet, Inc.  
Jamaica, NY 
 
Maria Nogueira 
Treasure Island Preschool  
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Sandy Dixon 
Angelic Minds Academy 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Jo David 
Early Childhood Development Program  
Syracuse, NY 
 
Allison A. Joseph 
Ready Set Learn Family Daycare  
Troy, NY 
 
 

 
 
Marie Daley 
Wagon Wheel Family Day Care  
Poughkeepsie, NY 
 
Chandra Smith 
The Salvation Army Day Care Programs  
Syracuse, NY 
 
Dorothy Creegan 
Alternatives for Children  
East Setauket, NY 
 
Rebecca Grunenwald 
YWCA Children's Center  
Schenectady, NY 
 
Ida Swiatek 
The Children's Place of Buffalo & Erie County, Inc.  
Buffalo, NY 
 
Faradiina Wilson-Lee 
Hammel Child Care Center  
Far Rockaway, NY 
 
Elsa Edano  
Hammel Child Care Center  
Far Rockaway, NY 
 
Melinda Santiago  
Hammel Child Care Center  
Far Rockaway, NY 
 
Quiana Freeman  
Hammel Child Care Center  
Far Rockaway, NY 
 
Jenny Tirado  
Hammel Child Care Center  
Far Rockaway, NY 
 
Karen Keller  
Hammel Child Care Center  
Far Rockaway, NY 
 
Charlene Watson  
Hammel Child Care Center  
Far Rockaway, NY 
 
Ann O'Brien  
Hammel Child Care Center  
Far Rockaway, NY 
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Mirlene Cetoute  
Hammel Child Care Center  
Far Rockaway, NY 
 
Olajumoke Adepoju  
Hammel Child Care Center  
Far Rockaway, NY 
 
Doris Davis  
Hammel Child Care Center  
Far Rockaway, NY 
 
Pamela Charley  
Hammel Child Care Center  
Far Rockaway, NY 
 
Eddie Sanchez  
Hammel Child Care Center  
Far Rockaway, NY 
 
Joseph Cesario  
Hammel Child Care Center  
Far Rockaway, NY 
 
Dana Erdheim  
Sid Jacobson Jewish Community Center 
East Hills, NY 
 
Debra Kessler  
Sid Jacobson Jewish Community Center  
East Hills, NY 
 
Jennifer Fuggini  
Montessori Children's Center  
Islandia, NY 
 
Benny Bennafield  
Whitehouse Early Learning Center 
Roosevelt, NY 
 
Veronica Johnson 
Children's Day Out Special Education Center  
Buffalo, NY 
 
Nereida Hill  
Washington Heights Child Care Center  
New York, NY 
 
Alexandra Laminero  
Washington Heights Child Care Center  
New York, NY 
 
 

 
 
Dora Guerra  
ABC Three Sons Day Care Corp.  
Westbury, NY 
 
Caroline Gonzalez  
Adventure Kids Day Care, Inc.  
Westbury, NY 
 
Luz Marillo  
Children's Planet, Inc.  
Westbury, NY 
 
Marta Blanco  
Happy Faces Christian Day Care, Inc.  
Brentwood, NY 
 
Yanery Escorbores  
Hope of the Future Corp  
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Raquel Alfaro  
Raquel's Day Care I Corp  
Raquel's Day Care II Corp  
Freeport, NY 
 
Mayra Fournier  
Young Achiever's Day Care, Inc.  
Bay Shore, NY 
 
Heidi Cerrone  
CAO Head Start Early Head Start 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Bridget Gilchrist 
YMCA of Greater Rochester  
Rochester, NY 
 
Roberta DiNoto  
Margaret's House Child Care  
Rochester, NY 
 
Joi DiGennaro  
Friendship Children's Center  
Rochester, NY 
 
 Jessie Chandler  
Friendship Children's Center  
Rochester, NY 
 
Cristin Cook  
Lakeside Child and Family Center  
Rochester, NY 
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Nera Crumpler  
Foundations Group Day Care  
Rochester, NY 
 
Roberta Gause  
Fresh Start Child Care 16  
Rochester, NY 
 
Emily M. Washington  
Miss Emma's Day Care  
Rochester, NY 
 
Sandra Smith  
Miss Sandra's First Step Day Care  
Rochester, NY 
 
Haeley Feliciano  
Bay Ridge Child Care Center  
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Cheryl Boyd  
Georgia L. McMurray BATKids Center  
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Adriane Govine  
Marie Durdin Child Care Center 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Linda Bunch  
Pine Street Day Care Center  
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Evelyn Robertson 
Sylvia Klein Child Care Center  
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Rosemarie Meyer  
Wooden Shoe Nursery School  
Valley Stream, NY 
 
Frank Alvarado  
East Harlem Block Nursery  
New York, NY 
 
Mischele Terrell 
Community Child Care Center, Inc. 
Rochester, NY 
 
Mary Rokitowski 
Honey Bee Child Care 
Poughkeepsie, NY 
 
 

 
 
Lisa Momberger 
City School District of Albany 
Albany, NY 
 
Sheila Sessoms  
Dawning Village 
New York, NY 
 
Carolie Mills-Skeete 
Young Minds Day Care Center  
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Nereyda Cruz 
Nasry Michelen Day Care Center 
New York, NY 
 
Ms. Peterson 
Fulton Day Care Center 
Bronx, NY 
 
Mrs. Campbell 
Afro-American Parents 
Queens, NY 
 
Mrs. Loubella Calicdan 
Afro-American Parents 
Queens, NY 
 
Sanny Nemis 
Mary Walton Children's Center 
New York, NY 
 
Dorlore Paual 
Mission Loving Day Care 
Queens, NY 
 
Ms. Nappier 
Sheldon Weaver 
Queens, NY 
 
Denise Riveria 
Billy Martin Child Development Center 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Alice Ownes 
Colony-South Brooklyn Houses 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Mary Beth Kimball  
The Salvation Army Salina Infant Center 
Syracuse, NY 
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Estella Cambell  
Person South Bronx 111 
Bronx, NY 
 
Yajaira Eduardo 
United Bronx Parents 
Bronx, NY 
 
Irene Clemente   
Washington Heights DCC 
New York, NY 
 
AJ Hall 
Peace of Mind Quality Child Care Center 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Kim Stewart 
Family Help Center 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Sara Kane 
EduKids Hertel Ave 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Lennail Bailey 
CAO BPN Academy 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Cheryl Manney 
Bethel Head Start 1424 Academy 
Bethel Head Start 1461 Academy 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Cheryl Cooke 
Kidz Zone Childcare Center 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Teresa Almanzar 
Teresa Almanzar Day Care 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Beverly Chung 
Little Stars Day Care, Inc. 
Freeport, NY  
 
Trudy Trujillo 
Small Scholars Day Care and Learning Center 
Central Islip, NY 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dinora Sanchez 
Dinis Day Care 
Freeport, NY 
 
Beatrice Key 
Key to Little Hearts Day Care 
Brentwood, NY 
 
Karine Prevel Dunel 
God is Good Day Care, LLC 
Bay Shore, NY 

 
Anne Napper 
Sumner Head Start 
Syracuse, NY 
 
Miriam J. Morgado 
Amor y Paz, Inc. 
New Rochelle, NY 
 
Getty Njoku 
Island Sunshines 
West Hempstead, NY 
 
Getty Njoku 
Island Sunshines 
Uniondale, NY 
 
Rebecca Fitch 
YWCA Children’s Center 
Troy, NY 
 
Sharon Mudge 
Sidney Albert Albany Jewish Center 
Albany, NY 
 
Merideth Janke 
Pooh’s Corner, Inc. 
Schenectady, NY 
 
Paula Silliman 
Center for Disabilities Services 
Albany, NY 
 
Vickie Erb 
Bright Beginnings Child Care Center 
Plattsburg, NY 
 
Melissa Hasty 
City School District of Albany 
Albany, NY 
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Nircia Saldana 
Nircia Family Day Care 
Valley Stream, NY 
 
Ariel Davis  
QUALITYstarsNY  
Brooklyn 
 
Sara Lamoreaux 
QUALITYstarsNY  
Cheektowaga, NY 
 
Brigid Daly-Wagner  
QUALITYstarsNY  
Rochester, NY 
 
Emilie Gay  
QUALITYstarsNY  
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Joyce Guimaraes  
QUALITYstarsNY 
Mamaroneck, NY 
 
Charlene Harvilla  
QUALITYstarsNY  
Binghamton, NY 
 
Karen Howard  
QUALITYstarsNY  
Liverpool, NY 
 
Kathy Moss  
QUALITYstarsNY 
Tappan, NY 
 
Marlene Selig 
QUALITYstarsNY  
Port Washington, NY 
 
Heather Schwegler  
QUALITYstarsNY  
Bloomington, NY 
 
Karin Sperb  
QUALITYstarsNY  
Hicksville, NY 
 
Bala Soto  
QUALITYstarsNY  
Yonkers, NY 
 
 

 
 
Kristin Tenney-Blackwell  
QUALITYstarsNY  
Marshall, NY 
 
JoAnn Toth  
QUALITYstarsNY  
Nishayun, NY 
 

 

 


